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Acclaimed suspense novelist and New York Times best-selling
author Joe Hill (Heart-Shaped Box) continues his Eisner-
nominated story of dark fantasy and wonder: Locke & Key.

‘The three Locke children ~survivors of a homific home invasion that claimed their father ~have just begun
to rebuild their lives when little Bode discovers a key with an incredible power. Q: What if overcoming your
fears, mastering any skill, leaming any art was as simple as turning a key in a lock? A: It could cost you your
life especially if Dodge, the malevolent creature who is the Locke family’s swomn enemy, gets his hands on
it. Written by Hill and featuring the mind-bending art of Gabriel Rodriguez, the second installment of Locke

& Key is one head-trip you won’t forget.

“A helluva comic... Locke & Key: Head Games picks up
where Joe Hilland Gabriel Rodriguez’s fast Locke & Key
series left off... fand] you will not find & better single
blend of storytelling and artwork...”

— G4, Blai Butler

“Not only has Joe Hill kept the Locke & Key franchise fresh
throughout this second series, but at its end, Head Games
actually trumps the initial stories in just about every way...
Gabrief Rodriguez continues to assert himself as one of
the premier horror artists in the industry’’

~ IGN, Daniel Grown

“With superb wiiting complimented by precise artistry...
Joe Hiff and Gabriel Rodriguez have created a classic
series in Locke & Key that all comic book fans and
bookworms should bury their nose in”

— Fangoria

For his work on Locke & Key: Welcome to Lovecraft,

author Joe Hill earned an Eisner nomination for
Best Writer; he is also the past recipient of the
Bram Stoker Award, the World Fantasy Award,
and the International Thriller Award. Veteran artist
Gabriel Rodriguez is the acclaimed illustrator
‘behind Clive Barker s The Great and Secret Show
and shares an Eisner nomination with Hill for the
firstvolume of Locke & Key (Best Limited Series).
Head Games features an introduction by
wvisionary comic writer Warren Ellis.
ing.com «

978-1600104831

I
16007104

9178
suggested for mature readers

¢.idwpubli
SBN-1:

“With each and every issue this series just keeps
adding layers to a story that is already full of charm and
perplexity and character—not to mention gorgeous
art-that easily puts it ina league of its own.... it only all
comics could so completely trnsport their readers as
readily and deftly as Hilland company with this book...”

— An'tlt Cool News

“If you ke your comic books filled with magic, murder,
mystery and mayhem, then Locke & Key: Head Games
s the series for you... 5 out of 5 stars.”

—~ Major Spoilers, Stephen Schlsicher

“Beautiful art, imaginative panel layouts, character-
driven writing... what efse could you ask for? Lacke &
Key: Head Games has it all”

—~ Comics Bullstin
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Joe Hill

is the author of a novel, Heart-Shaped Box, and
a collection of stories, 20th Century Ghosts.
He is currently at work on a new novel. The
worst comic book he ever read was still a pretty
good time. He has a website, joehillfiction.com,
where you can find out stuff; you can also follow
him on Twitter where he goes by the inspired
handle of joe_hill.

R

LY T R D) P

Gabriel Rodriguez
is a supremely gifted Chilean artist and co-creator of the
twisted but wonderful world of Locke & Key. The
invitation to participate in the fantastic journey of the
surviving members of the Locke family, conceived by Joe
Hill, has become a dream project made real for Gabriel.
He asks that readers unlock their hearts and minds, and
accept an invitation into new realms and tales, thrilling
experiences, and secret. Kluces that his efforts craft into
a vivid universe. 1

In addition to his cuffént work in Locke & Key, Gabriel
has collaborated with IDW on Clive Barker's The Great
And Secret Show, Beowulf, George A. Romero’s Land
of the Dead, as well as several omics. He currently
lives in Santiago, Chile, with his atalina, and their
sons, José Manuel and Matias.
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1 WOULDVE RETIRED BY NOW
£ YOU DIDN'T DIE ON ME. THE
PLAN WAS TO BOTH GET OUT
AT THE SAME TIME.

I ALWAS THOUGHT WE'D
HAVE TIME FOR TALY.
-
[

1 SHOULDE GOT OUT A WHILE AGO
BUT £ CAN'T LEAVE. YOU WORKED
HERE, T0O. THIS WAS OUR PLACE.

S| some peopLE WouLoVE WaNTED.
TO GET AWAY. TOO MANY GHOSTS.
N
[

BUT £ LKE HAVING YOU
NEAR. T CAN CLOSE
MY BYES AND (MAGINE
YOU'RE WAITING FOR
ME IN THE FACULTY
LOUNGE AND IN A
MOMENT WE'LL HAVE
0UR MORNING COFFEE.
TOGETHER.

BESIDES, HOW OFTEN DID £
54 £ WOULD LOVE, JUST
ONCE IN MY LIFE, TO SEE A
REAL, HONEST-T0-GOD...
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50 HOW COME SHE'S NOT
BACK Up? THAT' GOT TO BE
ALMOST TWO MINUTES.
GODDANN IT...
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SERNAETTE TELLS Me He Teaoregeeo
INTWO WEEKS AGO FROM A SCHOOL IN
TEXAS. SHE 5AY5 HIS NAME 15 ZACK WELLS.

wou okav,
JOE?

AMoNenT LaTER

HE WALKS O}
SOMETHRG fad
JUST HAPPS
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TELLING MYSELF SIT ISN'T HIM,
$OU OLD FOOL.* £'M TELLI

AND AT THE 50UND OF
Ui NAME HE LOOKS
BACK. HE CAN'T Hi
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ME. RIDGEWAY.
RECOGNIZED ME

DAY. THAT OLD FUCK.

SHOULDN'T WE BE

\ %D »a

OWER, YQUe.
voIce.
MY 50N 15
NTHE NExT

BYADGE..
WE GO INSIDE THE
MAJOR CRIMES
DIVISION OF
BOSTONPD./

NO TRANSMISSIONS,
512! WE HAVE REASON
TO BELIEVE THE SIGNAL
FROM HE WAS BEEN
CUT OFF.

CoPY THAT,
1 DON'T TRUST

THE NEW HUMA,
HE MAY BE 4.
REPLICANT.

RATIONS ARE
BEING BEAMED
IN_HOPE 40U LiKe:
STRAWBEREY

YOU HAVE NO

IDEA WHAT HE

UNDERSTANDS.
Crose The

WHAT'S ON,

DUDE? GOT'

YOUZ PONER
DRINK.

 AFTER THEY/VE
SERVED A5 EVIDENCE,
AND WE KNOW WE WON'T
NEED TO PRODUCE THEM FOR
AN APPEAL, WE SEND THEM
70 THE FOUNDRY TO B2
MELTED DOWN. AT THIS TIME
WE HAVE OVER A THOUSAND
WLEGAL GUN5 RANGING
FROM AUTOMATIC
WEAPONS TO.

VPRI A
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PRACTICE CALLING Mg 50RRY. TG
ZACK OR YOU'RE GOING JUST ou
DON'T LOOK ANY

DIFFERENT
THAN=AH!

THIS 15T
£A5Y, YOU KNOW.
IT WA EASH IN THE
WELLHOUSE. BUT 75
GETTING UARDER. IT
HURTS ALITTLE
NoW.

1 5410 YoU
NEED TO 5TOP
CALLING ME LUKE.
WHAT DID T USED TO
TELL YOU7 UGLY
GIRLS CAN'T AFFORD
T0 8¢ 5TUPID,
T00.
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GALLERY

BY GABRIEL RODRIGUEZ
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Step 7: Detailing Background and
Remaining Elements
And this is how we complete the handwork of the
g process, aware that there may still be some
things to polish. But fortunately; we still have a post-
production stage..

Step 8: Scanning and Cleaning the Lines
This is a

ucial stage. We start scanning the page as
Then, manipulating brightness and

mage, we enhance the inking. Afier
e. Next, we
select the yellow channel of the color file (which shows
only clean elements from the black layer of the image)
and create a new file, this time in B&W, without any
trace of the blue pencil lines. In this file the black lincs
appear gray, so we adjust the brightness and contrast of
the image to get the traditional full black. Now we're
almost done.

a color file,
contrast of the

that, we turn the file into a CMYK color

Step 9: Post-Production and Definitive File
And then we have the final lines... or do we? When
C to this part of the drawing with just the inked
lines, it's common to notice some details that don't work
as well as we would want. T used to repeatedly make the
mistake of drawing more lines ary, and some
elements would not look exactly as we wanted. So we
have a cleaning process (in this case removing some

we

extra lines from Ellic’s face, hands, and lips), and

smile a little, and fixing the hole of the paper attached
to the Well Key, which looks like an extra “o” in the
original drawing). Having this done, we copy this
drawing into the official page format and “voili!” We
have our finished inks ready to be delivered.

Steps 10, 11, and 12: Approval, Coloring,
and Lettering

The last three steps are the ones that continue after
my work. Once delivered, the page needs to be
approved by the writer and editor. Once given the okay,
the editor uploads the file on the FTP scrver, and from
there the color artist grabs the file to procecd with the
gital coloring Once Jay's wonderful work is done, the
pages are uploaded back to the server, now in fill color;
to be approved by editor, writer, and artist. After that,
Robbie procecds with the lettering,
witer for revisions, specifically to sec if the text needs
any changes...

And THEN, we've got a finished page,
o print.

then it’s sent to the

ady to go

Repeat this process about
. and you have what you need to produce a cool
comic book.

times  (sometimes

—Gabriel Rodrigue:
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Written by: Joe Hill
Art by: Gabriel Rodriguez
Colors by: Jay Fotos
Letters by: Robbie Robbins

Series Bdited by: Chris Ryall
Collection Edited by: Justin Eisinger

Collection Designed by: Robbie Robbins

‘|Ku 2 z =

{ el 'I

(LY 1son: 781600104834

Il 20w 12345

E55|  Locke & Key created by Joe Hill and Gabriel Rodriguez
www.idwpublishing.com

Chics

Orignaly publshed as LOCKE & KEY: HEAD GAVES ls
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intrOduCEng, Ellis

The thing | hate most about Joe Hill is that he's
cleverer than | am, and therefore has things in his
head that are better than the things in my head, so
what I need to do is fashion a key of some kind, very
sharp, and jam it into his neck, just below the base
of his skul, and twist it hard until the top of his head
opens, and then rummage around in there for the
clever bits, pick them out, and stuff them into a
bottle, which | will ill with wine, allowing his clever
bits to suffuse into the liquid, and so | will drink the
then-fortified wine filed with nutritious Joe Hill
headbits, and therefore will be clever enough to
one day come up with the wonderful metaphorical
conceit of keys to open our heads and reveal all we
hide away in that dark little space, except that that's
an idea Joe Hil's already had and | crudely ripped it
off when | tooled my own key that I shoved into the
back of Joe Hil's head, and i's not a special

metaphorical magic key, it's just an old doorkey, so
now there’s Joe Hill's head with this manky old key
that I iled a point on sticking out of the back of his
neck, and he's actually made kind of a mess, and
the worst thing | suppose is that he fairly obviously
won't be writing any more LOCKE & KEY comics,
which is a bloody (hah) shame because these
comics are really remarkably good, among the best-
written comics I've seen in the last two years, which
1 quess s because Joe Hill's cleverer than | am and
that's why he had to die.

Sorry.
Warren Ellis

Not Telling You My Location Oh No
July 2009

o |
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DO BY Thg CREEK, "
1 DION'T THINK GOl
REALLY MEANT SLET'S
60 5TUDY."

UH-HUH. HANG

ON. T'VE GOT THE

PERFECT OPENING
Hee.

I'M GOING TO SWIM TO THE
BoTTO i RIVER AND
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WeLL. IT.
IT CAN'T
MATTER.

THAT WAS

cLosE, T00
crose.

WE MUST B2 ON
GUARD. THE REPLICANT
COULD BE THE GREATEST
ENENY WEVE EVER FACED.






images/00142.jpeg
S
&t
hy
S
=
1S






images/00145.jpeg





images/00144.jpeg
\

TO BE CONTINUED IN
LOCKE £ KEV: CROWN OF SHADOWS/
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SPEAUNG OF
SAFETY, T GUESS T/M
BETTE OFF IF QUFUS
DOESN'T KNOW 50 MUCH
ABOUT ME, A5
WeLL.

1 REALIZE NOW
VE BEEN CARELESS
AROUND HIM, LETTING

HIM SEE MAGIC. LETTING

HIM HEAR TOO MUCH
ABOUT WHAT T'M
GOING TO 00,

£ PON'T THINK
THERE 'S MUCH CHANCE:
HE.COULD WURT ME, BUT
BETTER SAFE THAN
502RY.

SHHH. HUSH
NOW, IT WOR'T

ALITTLE LESS IN
RUFUS"S HEAD.

No/Leave
RUFUS ALONE..
WHOEVER...
WHOEVER YOU
ARE.

SKULL. UP, IT/LL BE LIKE NONE
OF THIS EVER HAPPENED.
B
T
EVERYONE T AM. e
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AND IN A WAY, IT
DIDNT HAPPEN. THE
POLICE, THE DOCTORS,

HELL, 89 THE
TIME YOU'GOT TO THE

EVERUONE BELIEVED Y0U 2
VERUONE BELIEVED Y00 jOSPITAL, THAT'S WHAT

YOUR MOTWER FELL.
COWN THE 5TEP5 TO
5066 COVE.

THIS PART OF ME THAT'S.
BEEN INSIDE YOU HAS BEEN
'MORE HELPEUL THAN YOU
COULD EVER IMAGINE

WORKING IN Y0UR
WEAD TO KEEP YOU
FROM KNOWING THINGS £
DON'T WANT 40U KNOWING.
HOLDING YOU IN CHECK 8Y
SWAPPING BANANAS FOR
KNIVES AND MIING YOU UP
WHEN YOU DIAL THE:
PHONE.

SHAME HAVE y)
TG TAKE HER OUT,

BUT YOU'RE NO GOGD
TO ME CRAZY,

2ND
SUES DEFINITELY
DONE ALOT OF
DAMAGE IN \
THERE.

OKAY, KIDDING.
I'M REALLY NOT
S0RRY. YOU WERE
FUCKING MAKING Mg
NUTS CALLING ME
SLUKE” ALL THE
TIME .

THE ONLY THING
M 50RRY ABOUT 15
THAT £ HAD TO WAIT A
YEAR TO GET QUT OF THE
WELLHOUSE. £ WiH You
COULDE HELPED NE WITH
THAT, BUT IT WAS 5AFER
FOR'¥0U NOT TO KNOW
T00 MUCH

YOU REALLY THOUGHT
WAPPENED. IT WAS 5IMPLE
ENOUGH FO THI5 OLD
MEMORY OF MINE TO WORK
INSIDE YOUR WEAD,
MANIPULATING YOUR
THOUGHTS.

ABOUT ME, TOO. LIKE
THE MAN 5445 ON TV.
BVERTiNG MUST

1AM 50224 1
WAVE TG 00 THI5,
ELLIE, T NOW.
50ME OF THOSE
MEMORIES WERE
SPECIAL.

AND 1 FIGURED

PEOPLE WERE GOING

TO HAVE TO DIE AND

THAT 40U WOULDN'T

HAVE THE STOMACH
FOR THAT.

Be50ES,
YOU DION/T
WANT TO KNOW
THE TRUTH.
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WHEN WE CaN
DRAIN THE TUB.
DIDN'T WOU JUST
ASK Me WHEN Wg
TouLo oRAN
THE TUB?

1,00 NoT
ASK.BUT THE IDEA
CRO55ED MY MIND THAT
THE WATER MUST BE
COLD AND T WOULD LKE IT
¥ PROFES50R RIDGEWAY
WAS REMOVED FROM IT
NOW. PERHAPS 1 WAS
THINGNG T00

UH... NO. BUT
HE Bip QUoTE
SHALESPEARE.
WHICH 15 CLASS
IN'My BOOK.

wou"Re NoT
BUYING IT-

SUICIDES PUT THE GUN IN
THE MOUTH, ALMOST WITHOUT
EXCEPTION. ‘AND UNTRACEABLE

PISTOLS ARE USED FOR HOMICIDE,

NOT SELF-ANNIHILATION.

W” e SENT A MASS
TS EvtRione
o

AZOUND EIGHT-THIRTY.
WE'VE GOT A PRINTOUT
IF 40U WANT TO
READ IT.

010 e
MENTION HOW
HE CAME TO
PO55E55 A GUN
WITH NO SERIAL
NUMBERS?

ALTHOUGH T AM GLAD TO REPORT
TO THE PRESS WE BELIEVE THE
CAUSE OF DEATH TO BE SUICIDE.

THERE 15 NO REASON FOR THE
PERPETRATOR TO KNOW WE
KNOW HE EXISTS.

Ve, Never
HEARD ANVONE USE,
5ELF- ANNIHILATION"
IN A SENTENCE
BEFORE. THAT WAS
ool
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Series Illustrator and co-Creator
Gabriel Rodriguez, for the first time,
shares the process involved in
developing a page of Locke & Key.

Step 1: The Script

Onee a seript is received, T read it two or three times,
completely, BEFORE 1 start drawing. I'm used to
receiving a new script when I'm finishing the previous
issue, so this reading process is uscful for me to start
turning words into images, still free from the problem
of drawing, It also helps me to identify the easy; the not
s0 casy, and the extremely hard pages and sequences.
Having done this mental excreise, I'm ready to face the
white page.

Step 2: The Page Script and Documentation

Here we'll follow the creation of page 8, from Locke
& Ko Head Games #6 “Army Of One.” I start
re-reading (again) the description of the page and the
text that it will have in it. Having previously pictured
it in my mind, I know the elements involved, and start
imagining them turned into a comic panel

T try to turn the visual concept into a specific shot

During this pracess, I identify clements that demand
research or the collection of references, external
references, and elements that appear early in the story.
In this scenc, the key clements are: a mason jar
(fortunately, 1 had one at hand here at home), the two
keys (check Locke & Kep: Welcome to Lovecraft #6), female
Dodge’s dress (check in Welcome to Lvecraf, too) and the
shape of the hole in the bathroom wall (check early
pages of this same issuc). Having all those clements at
hand, T know I'm able to create an image consistent
with the story, and with the visual appeal we have
developed for our tale.

On this specific page there is a particularly complex
element: What does a hand look like holding a mason
jar like the one Ellie is supposed to be holding? This
kind of uncommon relation between body and object is
akey element of establishing believable body language
for the characters. 1 solve the problem by looking at
photos in books, or sometimes by watching myself in
the mirror, but in this case T held a mason jar in my left
hand, at an angle like the one I'll draw, while working
on the next step.

Step 3: Rough Line Work

The first step of drawing, finally... I try to do a fast
and very synthetic, but as definitive as possible,
organization of all the elements of the image. This is a
chance to define the camera shot, angle, and balance
between elements. In this case: Ellie, shocked, watching
the mason jar; the jar, the note outside the jar, the litile
She Dodge, the Well Key, the note attached to the Well
Key, the Gender Key, the wall, and the hole in the
background. The idea here is trying to solve the
outlines and overlapping of clements, the sense of

space, the body language and expression of the
 and the dramatic fecling of the scenc.

Step 4: Final Pencils

The sccond step of drawing
simultancously correcting any deficient element from
the previous step, while adding, as completely as
possible, the remaining graphic elements that will
compose the scene.

In this particular panel, being a splash page that we
want to be shocking and spectacular, T try to do detailed
pencils for the complete image. Also, because T have to
deal with elements of different scale that require
different approaches, it is important, for cxample, to
have a detailed perception of Ellie and her reaction, in
an extreme close up, and at the same time from She
Dodge, which has a small full-body shot. Here we
balance the thickness of lines to distinguish elements,

consists  of

also

and the relation of visual weight between full blacks
ine work. All this, considering that
we can sill make changes with the inking

In pages with more panels, I usually don’t have time
to do this complete, detailed penciling In those, T try to
select the most complex elements and develop them in
full detail, while clements that are casier to solve
dircctly with the inking remain schematic.

and the rest of the

Step 5: Main Outlines

The process of inking starts with drawing the main
outline shapes of the different elements included in the
shot. At this stage, the priority is working on the
characters and most important objects, while the
background just needs detailing on some key lines and,
sometimes, the main full-black clements (on some
occasions this is left for the final step, depending on the
relation between elements and background.... Ifs
important here to identify the different objects and
characters clearly, and also (o establish the outline of
the overlapping elements, which s crucial when you're
dealing with translucent objects, like the mason jar.

Step 6: Detailing Characters

It's important to give the proper relevance to the
main elements of the image, in this case the characters
and the keys. So, their full inking is the next step, to
have it solved before inking the other elements. That
helps when you need to change some details in the
background inking in order to keep the relevance of
the main visual elements. Also, in this example, it is
gular nightmares in the
inking process... the HAIR. Sometimes I wish I only
had to draw bald people...

time o solve one of my
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